This case s important to examine because
there is a lot more here than a disgruntled
homeowner standing up to DDES. Charles
Strouss history with King County goes back
years and the derails point out much that is
wrong with the way the county deals with
rural landowners. A look at these details
reveals the hypoerisy, unfairness and double.
dealing that are oot causes to the present
controversy over regulation, policy and the
new Critical Areas Ordinance (CAO). L will
ook ac the details in several contexts, in-
cluding DDES' history of trespass on pri-
vate property and a private individual’s at
temprs to divide a rural property, along with

i o those.

However,the folks i the aforementioned sub-
division next door were pposed 1 my project,
because it would increase the mumber of ve-
hicl tips through ther neighborhood. (Their
streets were designated “collectors”, designed
tocarrythe rumber of cars that were expected
from the adjacent properties like mine, as e-
auired by the King County codes.)

In particuler a group called the “236th Aw
ensie Community Corridor Council” hired an
attorney to oppose my project. They filed sev-
enal papers, trying to block my aplication.

The hearing examiner a BALD, hoeter,
decided my application was lgal and appro-
7

of more moneyed and influential nearby.
neighbors.

A short summary of Strouss’ attempts to
develop his property in his own words:

In 1986, I was looking for property around
the Seattle area to build a home. My partner
and I wanted a fair amount of privacy, and
also wanted to be close enaugh to enjoy our
friends and cultural lves in Seatle. We found
some nice properties in Ravenna and Lake
City that were within our budger, but their
privacy only existed because of “green bets”
on neighbors land. We were ideologically op-
posed t trying to el athers what t do with
their land — we fel that we needed to oun
enaugh land.to guarantee our-oun *privacy
buffer” without trying to dictate our neigh-
bors landscaping practices

We found a beautifl 40 acres just east of
Redmond. It was rather expensive, mare than
we could really afford, but it was zoned “G”,
which meant it could potencially be divided
into more than 40 separate lots if we needed
o sell some property to help make the pay
ments in the future. I could drive to doun-
toun Seattle in less than a halfhow It was
immediately adjacent to @ *G” zoning subdi.
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it The final step was for
the County Council o eview thecase — which
is nomnally a formalicy ~ chey just approve
whatever the hearing examiner sends up to
them..

However, in my case, our water distrit found
itself overextended by the time our case came.
o the County Council. We had a *Water
Commitment Letter” from them, but because
BALD had taken so long to process our appli-
cation,its onesear term had expired.

In normal circumstances, our case would have
been put on administrative hold wntil the water
disrict could solve their supply problems. In
our case, however, the County Council was
ning to find every possible teason to deny
ourappl AC

Four Creeks Unincorporated Area Council
meets the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

May Valley Alliance Church
16431 SE Renton-Issaquah Rd

See their web site at council@fourcreeks.org

Upcoming Elections
The Four Creeks Council has several positions open in the election of November
8, 2005. The deadline for candidates to declare their intention to run and submit
250+word summaries of their qualifications is September 24, 2005. Declarations
should be sent to Four Creeks Unincorporated Area Council, PO. Box 3501,
Renton, WA 98056. The open districts are:

1 - Coalfield, Renhill

3 - Eastwood, Danel

5 - Jacqueline, Hillerest, Briar

9.- Four Lakes, Matthew, Maple Hills

2 - Tanya, O'Donnell, Ida, Brigid
4 - Husky, Valencia

7- Tanner, May Valley

11 - Tiger Mountain, Hutchinson

Two ATLARGE postions are also open. Anyone living in the precinctslisted above
or Courgar M, High Valley; Squak, Naila, McDonald, Mirrormont, Hass, or Colleen
are eligible for those two positions.

Council.. Exeept for Brian Derdowski.. Mr.
Derdowski was a member of the aforemen
toned “236th Avensee Communicy Corridor
Council, which was appearing in opposicion
10 our project. This means he had an echical
obligation to recuse himself from the ote
Houever, he claimed that his membership uas
only a coincidence based on where he hap-
pened o live and he went ahead and cast the
deciding vote against s, Apparendy ic had
nothing to do with the fact that he was a adi-
cal antigrouth advoeate, and the 236th Ave

The Naked Fish

ater Maple Valley Area Council
meets the first Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

King County Police Precinct #3
22300 SE 231st, Maple Valley

See their web site at

L http://www.metrokc.gov/dchs/uac/uac_gmv.htm




